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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 585, the Gateway
Communities Cooperation Act, intro-
duced by me and amended by the Re-
sources Committee, would facilitate
better communication between and
among the Secretaries of the Interior
and Agriculture and those designated
communities located adjacent to our
Federal lands, which are commonly
known as gateway communities.

These gateway communities are im-
pacted by decisions made by managers
of our public lands. The people in these
communities fulfill an integral part in
the mission of Federal lands by pro-
viding necessary services, such as
schools, roads, search and rescue,
emergency and medical support, drink-
ing water and sanitary systems.

H.R. 585, as amended, would improve
the relationship among Federal land
managers, elected officials and resi-
dents of gateway communities, as well
as enhance facilities and service avail-
able to visitors of our Federal lands.
Additionally, the measure will improve
the coordination of land use planning
and decisions made by Federal land
managers.

As the representative of Yosemite
National Park here in Congress, I know
how important coordination and com-
munication is between Federal man-
agers and the people living in the com-
munities surrounding our mnational
parks, forests and other Federal lands.
This bill helps achieve a better rela-
tionship between these parties.

I urge adoption of the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Mr. UDALL of Colorado asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, through four Congresses now, we
have worked with outside groups and
the agencies to address the flaws in
this legislation as it was originally in-
troduced. As in the previous Congress,
we do not intend to impose this legisla-
tion.

However, the majority is amending
H.R. 585 to remove authorize station
for funding to assist these local gate-
way communities. It is unfortunate
that as we are making available new
information and technical assistance,
we are not providing these commu-
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nities the funding they will need to
take advantage of these new opportuni-
ties.

As I have said, Mr. Speaker, we do
not oppose H.R. 585.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further speakers, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RADANOVICH) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 585, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

AUTHORIZING FEASIBILITY STUDY
WITH RESPECT TO MOKELUMNE
RIVER

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3812) to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to prepare a fea-
sibility study with respect to the
Mokelumne River, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3812

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF MOKELUMNE
RIVER REGIONAL WATER STORAGE
AND CONJUNCTIVE USE PROJECT
STUDY.

Pursuant to the Reclamation Act of 1902
(32 Stat. 388) and Acts amendatory thereof
and supplemental thereto, not later than 2
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the Interior (hereafter
in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’),
through the Bureau of Reclamation, and in
consultation and cooperation with the
Mokelumne River Water and Power Author-
ity, shall complete and submit to the Com-
mittee on Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the Senate copies
of a study to determine the feasibility of
constructing a project to provide additional
water supply and improve water manage-
ment reliability through the development of
new water storage and conjunctive use pro-
grams.

SEC. 2. USE OF REPORTS AND OTHER INFORMA-
TION.

In developing the study under section 1,
the Secretary shall use, as appropriate, re-
ports and any other relevant information
supplied by the Mokelumne River Water and
Power Authority, the East Bay Municipal
Utility District, and other Mokelumne River
Forum stakeholders.

SEC. 3. COST SHARES.

(a) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of
the costs of the study conducted under this
Act shall not exceed 50 percent of the total
cost of the study.

(b) IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS.—The Secretary
shall accept, as appropriate, such in-kind
contributions of goods or services from the
Mokelumne River Water and Power Author-
ity as the Secretary determines will con-
tribute to the conduct and completion of the

H11043

study conducted under this Act. Goods and
services accepted under this section shall be
counted as part of the non-Federal cost share
for the study.

SEC. 4. WATER RIGHTS.

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to
invalidate, preempt, or create any exception
to State water law, State water rights, or
Federal or State permitted activities or
agreements.

SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary $3,300,000 for the Federal cost
share of the study conducted under this Act.
SEC. 6. SUNSET.

The authority of the Secretary to carry
out any provisions of this Act shall termi-
nate 10 years after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. RADANOVICH) and the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. UDALL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3812, introduced by
the distinguished chairman of the Re-
sources Committee, the gentleman
from California (Mr. PoMBO), author-
izes a Federal feasibility study on cre-
ating more water storage.

Rapid population growth and salt in-
trusion into the wunderlying aquifer
have prompted officials in San Joaquin
County, California, to seek a more de-
pendable and reliable water supply for
the region. The study in this legisla-
tion will examine ways to capture flood
flows from an area river in order to de-
velop 65,000 acre feet of potential water
supplies.

This water storage study will thor-
oughly examine all the issues sur-
rounding the development of this new
water resource, and expressly protects
State water law and current permits
and agreements. Above all, this legisla-
tion serves as the first step towards the
development of much-needed water
supplies.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Mr. UDALL of Colorado asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, this bill would authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to work with
local interests to study possible
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projects to stabilize groundwater levels
in San Joaquin County, California.

I appreciate the efforts made by
Chairman PoMBO, the author of this
bill, to accommodate the concerns of
neighboring water users. Specifically,
language in Section 2 of H.R. 3812 was
carried forward from the 108th Con-
gress to allow the participation of the
East Bay Municipal Utility District
and other stakeholders as this project
moves forward.

Mr. Speaker, we have no objection to
passage of this legislation.

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in favor of
H.R. 3812, a bill authored because in San
Joaquin County, California, water supplies are
being depleted. The region suffers from highly
significant groundwater overdraft and saline in-
trusion, affecting agricultural, residential and
commercial water users. This bill provides a
much needed solution to a growing problem.
H.R. 3812 authorizes $3.3 million in Federal
funding to complete studies that will examine
additional surface water supplies, and improve
water supply reliability and environmental pro-
tection for the Bay-Delta Region. Led by the
Bureau of Reclamation, the project's multi-
year evaluation would involve the participation
and cooperation of a wide range of regional
stakeholders and would provide information
important to statewide water resource and en-
vironmental protection efforts. Areas aided by
this bill include Stockton, Lodi, Lockeford,
Clements, Waterloo, Farmington, Linden, Wal-
lace, Camp Seco and Valley Springs. A clean,
safe water supply is essential to sustain our
growing communities. Mr. Speaker, | urge my
colleagues to support this important legisla-
tion.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further speakers, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RADANOVICH) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3812, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

SOUTHERN OREGON BUREAU OF
RECLAMATION REPAYMENT ACT
OF 2005

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4195) to authorize early re-
payment of obligations to the Bureau
of Reclamation within Rogue River
Valley Irrigation District or within
Medford Irrigation District.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 419

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Southern
Oregon Bureau of Reclamation Repayment
Act of 2005°.
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SEC. 2. EARLY REPAYMENT.

Notwithstanding the provisions of section
213 of the Reclamation Reform Act of 1982 (43
U.S.C. 390mm), any landowner within Rogue
River Valley Irrigation District or within
Medford Irrigation District, in Oregon, may
repay, at any time, the construction costs of
the project facilities allocated to that land-
owner’s lands within the district in question.
Upon discharge, in full, of the obligation for
repayment of the construction costs allo-
cated to all lands the landowner owns in the
district in question, those lands shall not be
subject to the ownership and full-cost pric-
ing limitations of the Act of June 17, 1902 (43
U.S.C. 371 et seq.), and Acts supplemental to
and amendatory of that Act, including the
Reclamation Reform Act of 1982 (43 U.S.C.
390aa et seq.).

SEC. 3. LIMITATION.

Nothing herein modifies contractual rights
that may exist between Rogue River Valley
Irrigation District and Medford Irrigation
District and the United States under their
respective Reclamation contracts, or amends
or reopens those contracts; nor does it mod-
ify any rights, obligations or relationships
that may exist between the districts and
their landowners as may be provided or gov-
erned by Oregon State law.

SEC. 4. CERTIFICATION.

Upon the request of a landowner who has
repaid, in full, the construction costs of the
project facilities allocated to that land-
owner’s lands owned within the district, the
Secretary of the Interior shall provide the
certification provided for in subsection (b)(1)
of section 213 of the Reclamation Reform Act
of 1982 (43 U.S.C. 390mm(b)(1)).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. RADANOVICH) and the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. UDALL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4195, sponsored by
our colleague from Oregon (Mr. WAL-
DEN) allows for the early capital repay-
ment costs of a Federal water project.

Under current law, two of the three
irrigation districts receiving water
from the Federal Rogue River project
cannot repay the capital costs that
they owe to the Federal Government.
This bill gives the Bureau of Reclama-
tion the ability to accept prepayment
from these two water districts. This
legislation benefits the American tax-
payer because it allows early revenue
to flow to the U.S. Treasury and helps
the local landholders by reducing their
debt and onerous paperwork require-
ments.

I urge my colleagues to support this
commonsense bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Mr. UDALL of Colorado asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, H.R. 4195 will allow any landowner
within the Rogue River Valley Irriga-
tion District or the Medford Irrigation
District to repay at any time the con-
struction costs of the Federal Bureau
of Reclamation project, from which the
landholder receives irrigation water.

O 1430

By prepaying their share of the re-
maining repayment obligation, land-
owners will be exempted from the acre-
age limitation and reporting require-
ments of reclamation law.

We on this side of the aisle have no
objection to enactment of H.R. 4195.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
have no speakers, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
B00ZMAN). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. RADANOVICH) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 4195.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

BEAVER COUNTY, UTAH REAL
PROPERTY CONVEYANCE

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill (S. 52) to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey a par-
cel of real property to Beaver County,
Utah.

The Clerk read as follows:

S. 52

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CONVEYANCE TO BEAVER COUNTY,
UTAH.

(a) IN GENERAL.—AS soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Interior shall, without con-
sideration and subject to wvalid existing
rights, convey to Beaver County, Utah (re-
ferred to in this Act as the ‘“‘County’’), all
right, title, and interest of the United States
in and to the approximately 200 acres de-
picted as ‘‘Minersville State Park’ on the
map entitled “S. 2285, Minersville State
Park” and dated April 30, 2004, for use for
public recreation.

(b) RECONVEYANCE BY BEAVER COUNTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a), Beaver County may sell, for not
less than fair market value, a portion of the
property conveyed to the County under this
section, if the proceeds of such sale are used
by the County solely for maintenance of pub-
lic recreation facilities located on the re-
mainder of the property conveyed to the
County under this section.

(2) LIMITATION.—If the County does not
comply with the requirements of paragraph
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